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the "last drop of blood" is as aimless as suicidal
mania.
From January 1933 to March 1936 Hitler was
engaged in consolidating the power he had grasped.
From March 1936 to March 1939 he launched the first
offensive in the undeclared war with racialism as its
avowed motif.   This first phase was so successful that
in March 1939 the rulers of Germany were ready to
discard the racialist cry and admit the imperialism to
which they now hoped to reconcile world opinion by
historical phrases, but chiefly by appealing to the
pacifism which they themselves so much despised.
On March 25th the Volkischer Beobachter headed its
foreign news page with the words DeutscMands Fried-
enswerk in OstenI with the injured sub-heading "Paris
and London without any understanding." The German
invasion of Bohemia and Moravia (though it followed
logically enough from the disastrous Munich Agree-
ment) not only initiated what may later be recorded as
a revolution in British foreign policy, it also tremend-
ously strengthened a conviction scattered among the
non-German peoples that some day soon one of them
would have to stand up to the Germans since Nazi
Germany understands no argument but force.  And if
official jargon required the phrases about shedding
one's last drop of blood in defence of one's territory,
there were more and more men in each country who
knew that they must be ready to face destruction in
order, perhaps, to save Europe by their example.  The
traveller from the West asked himself whether it would
be^the Poles or the Yugoslavs, who had shown such
remarkable spirit in resisting the pressure from Berlin
1 ^Germany's Wotk for Peace in the East.